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Tweet  

• VERSES READ ON SURRENDER 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcnwgLcoEus 

Charles Stanley sermon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0CL698_HZg 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=30%20Powerful%20Bible%20Scriptures%20on%20Surrender&url=https%3A%2F%2Fconnectusfund.org%2F30-powerful-bible-scriptures-on-surrender
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcnwgLcoEus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0CL698_HZg
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Surrendering Yourself (Romans 12:1-12:8) 
 

Fully Express Your Surrender to God 
 
We see in verses 1-2 that we must fully express our surrender to God. Before God wants your 
service, He wants a guarantee that He really has you: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your 

spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is-his good, pleasing, and perfect will.” 

Whenever you see the word “therefore” in the Bible you should always ask what it’s there for. 
When we come to chapter 12 of Romans, Paul is making a shift from doctrine to practice. He 
follows a similar pattern in the books of Ephesians and Colossians when he establishes doctrine 
in the first part of the letter and then moves to application in the second half. Theology is never 
meant to be cold and lifeless. It must always have a practical application. It’s as if he’s saying, 
“Based on everything that I’ve just said, this is what you now need to put into practice.” 

There are at least four “therefores” in the book of Romans: 

• Romans 3:20 is the “therefore” of condemnation: “Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious 
of sin.” 

• Romans 5:1 is the “therefore” of justification: “Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

• Romans 8:1 is the “therefore” of assurance: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

• And Romans 12:1 is the “therefore” of surrender. Paul is saying that even though we are 
guilty and deserve to die, we have been declared righteous through faith in Christ and 
will never face condemnation. THEREFORE, we should fully surrender our lives to Him. 

 
Because of all that God has done, Paul says, “I urge you, brothers…” Even though Paul could have 
used a command here, he instead makes an appeal. He does a similar thing in Ephesians 4:1: “I 
urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” This word means to “call near” or 
“to invite.” 

 Notice that he refers to them as “brothers,” indicating his affection for them as members of 

God’s family. He’s begging believers, not unbelievers, to do something that has not yet been 
done. 
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He makes this plea “in view of God’s mercy.” It’s interesting that Paul doesn’t say, “In light of 
God’s grace” but instead focuses on mercy. Why is that? God’s grace is demonstrated when we 
get what we don’t deserve, whereas His mercy is what keeps us from getting what we do 
deserve. The original word used here for “mercy” is actually plural and refers to God’s multitude 
of mercies. He is not merciful just once but again and again. He is consistently and constantly full 
of mercy. John Calvin once said that we will never worship with a sincere heart or serve God with 
unbridled zeal until we properly understand how much we are indebted to God’s mercy. God has 
demonstrated so much mercy to us that we can’t help but respond by fully surrendering our lives 
to Him.  

Paul then gives us three ways to fully express our surrender to God: 

1. Offer your body 
He’s looking for bodies of believers who will be sold out to Him. He wants us to be living 
sacrifices, not dead offerings. When an offering is made to God, it was set apart and was 
completely devoted. 

Paul continues by saying that our life offering is to be “holy and pleasing to God.” When we give 
our best to Him, it will be pleasing, or agreeable to Him. This is then our “spiritual act of 
worship.” Worship is not just what we do here on Sunday mornings. True worship is the 

presenting of our bodies as living sacrifices to Him and living holy and pleasing lives, every day of 
the week. 

2. Offer your mind 
Verse 1 calls for a decisive commitment to fully surrender. Verse 2 tells us how we can maintain 
that commitment by renewing our mind and not following the fashion and pattern of the world. 
The tense of this verse indicates that we must stop conforming, implying that this is something 
that we are doing. 

 If we’re serious about surrendering fully to Christ, we must focus on being transformed, not 

being conformed to those things the world values. He who controls the mind, owns the person. 

The word “conformed” is the word that we get our English word “scheme” from. It’s sometimes 
translated “fashioned.” Paul is urging us to stop being pushed into the fashion of the world. 
Sometimes we are so conformed to the world that there is little noticeable difference between 
Christians and non-Christians. A conformist is afraid to be different and feels a need to be like 
everyone else. A Christian is not supposed to be a chameleon! 

The word “transformed” refers to an inner change. We get the word “metamorphosis” from this 
Greek word. A metamorphosis is not something we can do on our own. If we present ourselves 

as living sacrifices and reflect upon the mercies of God as evidenced in Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Spirit will transform our minds. 
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There is a story told of a very ugly man with a hideous face. He was good and kind, but people 
were terrified of him and would not stay in his presence. As you can imagine, he was very lonely. 
The thing he wanted most was to marry the mayor’s pretty daughter and to be loved by her. So, 
he decided to wear a mask of a handsome face so that he could win her love. He kept this mask 
on 24/7. Soon he was married to the mayor’s daughter and living the happy life he had always 
wanted. 

After a number of years his wife began to notice that his handsome face was indeed a mask and 
asked him to show her his true face. And because he loved her, and could not bear to refuse her, 
he slowly took off the mask, bracing himself for the gasp of horror he knew would soon be 

coming. But instead of screaming, his wife just smiled. The man ran to a mirror and realized that 
the years of wearing the disguise had transformed his face into the handsome features of the 
mask. When we put on Christ and wear his face, we find our lives transformed into his likeness. 2 
Corinthians 3:18: “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.” 

3. Offer your will 
Notice the last part of verse 2: “Then we will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his 

good, pleasing, and perfect will.” Isn’t it great that God allows us to test and approve his will for 
us? God will not force us into anything. He does not dominate our wills but allows us to choose 
His will. 

But it’s no use sitting around waiting to have the will of God revealed to us. This is an active verb. 
We learn His will by doing. When you wonder what God’s will is for your life, the first place to 
start is by living out Romans 12:1-2. Until you offer Him your body, your mind, and your will, you 
won’t understand His good, pleasing, and perfect will.  

Many of you may not understand how God has shaped you for serving within the body of Christ, 
and if that’s the case for you, I want to give you a tool that will help you think through how you 

might serve God here at UBC.  I want to encourage you to use the acrostic S-H-A-P-E: 

• Spiritual Gifts (what you do) 
• Heart (where you do it) 
• Abilities (talents) 
• Personality (how you do it) 
• Experiences (our spiritual resume) 
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Surrender to God: 5 Things to Let Go 
Surrendering to God is showing complete faith in Him and belief in His promises. Just like a child, 

we can walk in freedom from worries. We simply must choose to trust God for everything. If we 

can trust God for our salvation through Jesus Christ, we can trust Him for our daily needs and 

desires. “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 

the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 18:3 (NIV) 

What to Surrender-Everything. Surrender is literally giving up all control. It is telling God that we 

are not big enough to deal with our worries, and He must take over. When we finally let go of all 

of our worries, we give God room to wield His mighty arm in our lives. When our hands are weak 

and tired, God’s hands are strong and powerful! 

How to Surrender-Surrendering control is a daily, moment-by-moment choice. Like every 

discipline in life, we must learn to surrender and give it to God. The enemy seeks every new day 

to cloud our mind with worries, doubts, and fears. The devil wants there to be no room left for 

God in our lives. Surrendering to God becomes a lifestyle of daily giving it all to Him. 

Whenever negative thoughts seek to invade our space, we must cut them off and give them to 

God immediately. God’s mercies are new every morning, so what happened yesterday, last 

year or a decade ago is completely gone. Carrying the past around will only take up space for 

God’s goodness, grace, and favor. Renewing our mind in Christ means letting go of all the 

burdens He died to take from us. 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV) 

 Letting Go – Control-Control is the hardest thing to give up because without it we feel vulnerable. 

But we do not need to worry. God is already in control. We need to recognize His authority and 

move over to let Him lead. He is the Creator of the Universe, so we can trust Him with each day. 

Letting go is scary at first, but the freedom in our mind and hearts will be worth it. 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 (ESV) 
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 Letting Go – Worry-Worry adds not a single day to our lives. In fact, worry oppresses us every 

second. Worry can literally affect not only our minds and hearts but our bodies too. Worry does 

absolutely nothing positive. Surrender worries to God and watch your life float in His favor. 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank 

him for all he has done.” Philippians 4:6 (NLT) 

 

Letting Go – Your Future-We can only change one day at a time. Living in the future robs us from 

the joy of today. Each day is a gift, and we miss it when we allow our minds to dwell on all the 

unknowns. We can trust God with our future, so we can focus on today. Trying to control the 

future is like trying to control the wind. Contentment in today will prevent our eyes from 

wandering off to tomorrow. 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.” Matthew 

6:34 (NIV) 
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James 4:7-Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
Romans 12:2-Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
James 4:10-Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
Romans 12:1-I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Proverbs 23:26-My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways. 
2 Corinthians 5:17-Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 
2 Timothy 1:7-For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
Deuteronomy 6:5-You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 
Galatians 2:20-I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 
Hebrews 4:16-Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
James 1:22-But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
James 4:8-Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
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Jeremiah 10:23-I know, O Lord, that the way of man is not in himself, that it is not in man who 
walks to direct his steps. 
John 12:49- “For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has 
himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak.” 
John 14:15- “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
John 3:30- “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
John 4:34-Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish 
his work.” 
John 5:19-So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 
likewise.” 
Luke 14:33- “So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple.” 
Luke 9:23-And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.” 
Matthew 11:28- “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:29- “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.” 
Matthew 26:39-And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
Matthew 6:33- “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.” 
Matthew 7:21- “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 
Psalm 37:7-Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who 
prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices! 
Psalm 46:10- “Be still and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations; I will be 
exalted in the earth!” 
Psalm 50:15- “And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 
Psalm 9:10-And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not 
forsaken those who seek you. 
Romans 6:13-Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness but 
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness. 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

Surrender – Subject matter for this message – Resources found via the internet and reliable authors; 
prepared for Bibles and Brunch – Women of Grace - bfchapmond 
 

James 4-Amplified Bible 
Things to Avoid 

 What leads to [the unending] [a]quarrels and conflicts among you? Do they not 

come from your desires that wage war in your [bodily] members [fighting for 

control over you]? 2 You are jealous and covet [what others have] and [b]your lust 

goes unfulfilled; so you [c]murder. You are envious and cannot obtain [the object of 

your envy]; so, you fight and battle. You do not have because you do not ask [it of 

God].  

3 You ask [God for something] and do not receive it, because you ask [d]with wrong 

motives [out of selfishness or with an unrighteous agenda], so that [when you get 

what you want] you may spend it on your  desires. 4 You adulteresses [disloyal 

sinners—flirting with the world and breaking your vow to God]! Do you not know 

that being the world’s friend [that is, loving the things of the world] is being God’s 

enemy? So, whoever chooses to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy 

of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says to no purpose [e]that the [human] 

spirit which He has made to dwell in us lusts with envy?  

6 But He gives us more and more grace [through the power of the Holy Spirit to 

defy sin and live an obedient life]. Therefore, it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE 

PROUD and HAUGHTY, BUT [continually] GIVES [the gift of] GRACE TO THE HUMBLE [who turn 

away from self-righteousness].” 

 7 So submit to [the authority of] God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him] and 

he will flee from you. 8 Come close to God [with a contrite heart] and He will come 

close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; and purify your [unfaithful] hearts, you 

double-minded [people]. 9 Be miserable and grieve and weep [over your sin]. Let 

your [foolish] laughter be turned to mourning and your [reckless] joy to gloom.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30339a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30340b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30340c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30341d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30343e
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10 Humble yourselves [with an attitude of repentance and insignificance] in the 

presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you [He will lift you up, He will give you 

purpose]. 

11 Believers do not speak against or slander one another. He who speaks [self-

righteously] against a brother or [f]judges his brother [hypocritically], speaks against 

the Law and judges the Law. If you judge the Law, you are not a doer of the Law 

but a judge of it.  

12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy 

[the one God who has the absolute power of life and death]; but who are you to 

[hypocritically or self-righteously] pass judgment on your neighbor? 

13 Come now [and pay attention to this], you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 

go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and carry on our business and 

make a profit.” 14 [g]Yet you do not know [the least thing] [h]about what may happen 

in your life tomorrow. [What is secure in your life?] You are merely a vapor [like a 

puff of smoke or a wisp of steam from a cooking pot] that is visible for a little while 

and then vanishes [into thin air].  

15 Instead [i]you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and we will do this or 

that.” 16 But as it is, you boast [vainly] in your pretension and arrogance. All such 

boasting is evil. 17 So any person who knows what is right to do but does not do it, 

to him it is sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30349f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30352g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30352h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%204&version=AMP#fen-AMP-30353i
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How to Repent! James 4:7-10 
  
General idea:  We are to humble ourselves before God and, at the same time, resist the devil, as 
we cannot serve both. When we draw near to God, the devil is pushed further away. If we draw 
near to the devil, then God is pushed further away. The signpost is clear where we are to go; the 
direction we choose is up to us. 
  
God wants us to make the fervent attempt to repent, get right with Him, and not lead a double 
life in trying to serve two contradictory paths in life. When we do, we are being hypocritical, 
creating broken relationships, shattered lives, and unmet opportunities. This leaves us in despair 
as the devil and our ways have no hope or purpose other than to steal what God has to give to 
us.  
  
Vs. 7: This passage asks us the crucial question: are we resisting God or resisting the devil? How 
we respond to life and other people will be rooted in how we respond to God. Do we fight Him, 
or do we glorify Him? How do we know? The answer is in how we are with our attitudes and 
mindsets; are we humble or proud? If we are proud, we are serving the devil, even though we 
may think we are serving ourselves. If we are humble, then we are serving our Lord. This strikes 
at the root of our mindset and motivation in life. 
  
·        Submit means to obey! It is our surrender to God in His will. We are urgently called to 

accept the absolute authority of God. We are under His authority whether or not we 
acknowledge Him, so we might as well acquiesce. It does no good to fight God, as Jacob 
discovered (Gen. 32:22-32).  

  
·        Resist the devil. This means to flee the devil's kingdom, his values, and his wisdom and 

embrace God's kingdom, values, and wisdom 
  
Vs. 8: How do I maintain my direction in life, so I am pleasing Him and seeking His purpose? The 
answer lies in the direction in which we are heading. When we draw to God, we undertake His 
precepts and apply them to life. God is consistent; when we seek Him, we find that He has 
already sought us and will continue to reveal Himself and the depths of His love and will all our 
days on earth as well as throughout eternity. The key to this is our willingness to confess our sin 
and move toward Him and away from false and deceitful ways. 
 
  
·        Draw near to God means purification, developing your personal relationship with God 

through the disciplines of the faith (Ex. 30:19; Matt. 7:7; Rev. 3:20). We are responsible for 
our spiritual growth. God provides the plan, Christ is the way, and the Spirit is the guidance; 
however, we provide the will of our hearts from our humbleness, and further exhibit it with 
our hands and feet. The focus is on trust and obedience. 
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·        Cleanse your hands refers to Psalm 24:4, "clean hands and a pure heart." Our inner purity 
guards us against moral defilement 

  
·        Purify your heart. This means that submission to God produces humbleness which then 

produces right attitudes and motives. 
  
·        Double minded. This is a harsh diatribe that describes a hypocrite. James is directly calling 

his people, "you sinners!" Greek philosophers, as well as many Jewish teachers, detested 
hypocrisy and considered it the most heinous sin. James, as with his brother, Jesus, in 
Matthew 23, is making the point that the people are being "two faced," insincere, and 
treacherous. Our behaviors must show our beliefs! 

  
Vs. 9-10: James is plainly telling us that God hates pride! God hates worldliness! God loves 
humility. What did our Lord exercise while He walked this earth? Humility! He chose humility 
because it was the best way; it was His way (John 3:16; 17:24; 1 John 2:15-17). 
  
·        Mourn/Lament/Grieve is a call to us for authentic repentance. When we do wrong, we will 

feel remorse and guilt. 
  
·        Wail/Weep means to express grief for our sins! We must see the heinousness of our sin, 

and in humbleness and honesty, sincerely be upset so we can fully accept His grace and 
forgiveness.  

  
·        Repent means to completely and utterly turn away from our desires and deeds and toward 

His love and plan. Real, authentic repentance is sincere; we will regret our past behavior and 
be on guard in future relationships so that a moral and lifestyle change will result. It is God's 
desire that we repent of our sins and come to His way (Matt. 4:17; Acts 17:30; 24:14; Rom. 
2:4; 1Thess. 5:6, 8; 2 Tim. 2:5; 1 Pet. 2:22-24)! 

  
·        Humble. This passage is quoting Proverbs 3:34 and is referring to submitting to the 

sovereignty of God.  
  
·        He will lift you up. God alone deserves the right to be exalted and honored. This is an 

essential attitude before effective Christian character, maturity, and spiritual growth can be 
possible  

  
This passage is a roadmap of how to repent. 
 God tells us both what to do and what not to do which will lead to a victorious life from a 

life that is transformed in Him. The call is simple, for us to submit, come near, wash, purify, 
grieve, mourn, wail, change, and humble ourselves. Each one leads to a closer relationship with 
God, and to a life that is bearing fruit, building character, and becoming more mature and 
effectual to others around us.  
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This is exhibited and practiced by maximizing our time with God through the disciplines 
of the faith, Bible reading, devotions, prayer, and godly fellowship. 

 
 It comes from trusting our Lord and His plan, thereby taking the focus off ourselves and 

the ways of Satan and the world. We are to be vulnerable in confessing our sins and drawing to 
Him as LORD. When we are humble, God is glorified, and He lifts us up. It is not about our way; it 
is all about HIS WAY (Prov. 24:3-4; Isa. 45:7; Jer. 29:11-14; Phil. 2:3-4)! When we chase the devil 
and/or our pride, we will sink below the tossing waves in a sea of despair, a life that boils over 
with trouble (James 1:6-8). The key to preventing that sinking is to allow God's work in us and 
these commands to take root, so our lives reflect righteousness. When we remove our sinful 
attitude of pride, He is glorified. 

  
When we accept Christ in our life, He needs to be Lord of our life. We are to take 

responsibility for allowing His conviction to touch us deeply; then we can let go of our ways and 
surrender to His way (Matt. 11:28; Luke 11:9-10). We must stop trying to manipulate God to give 
us our desires and needs and concentrate on how we are to worship Him in all that we do, in 
total trust, and total devotion. So, let us stop combating with God, stop fighting within ourselves, 
and stop the hostility with one another and concentrate our efforts toward God's glorification 
and worship. This means we are to recognize sin and its destructive nature. It may look good, but 
it will take us away from God and others and leave us bankrupt in our relationships and filled 
with bitterness and despair. 

  
So, what can I do? Do not laugh at sin; guard against it. Do not accept the worldliness of 

the world; rather, model maturity and character because you are being empowered by the Lord. 
We are to flee the world's influence while being the influencers of it. We are to flee the devil 
while being on guard of his tricks and trade. You may be thinking that only the weak and 
cowardly would surrender themselves-even to God. But the fact is, only a coward will refuse to 
allow ultimate greatness in himself that is only achieved by yielding totally to Christ. He is greater 
than those who are His (John 3:30)! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


