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Research Verses in Lesson #6 –“Symbols”  

Most  of this research is from David Quizik Commentary 

Revelations 11:8- (7-10) The death of the two witnesses. 
When they (Who is they?) finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the 
bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. And 
their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.  
 
Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead 
bodies three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into 
graves. And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and 
send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell 
on the earth. 
 
Make war against them, overcome them, and kill them: The two witnesses are 
killed by the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit (first introduced 
in Revelation 9:11, and who is most likely Satan himself) but their ministry 
is not cut short. They fully accomplish their task (when they finish their testimony). 
 
God be thanked, we cannot be taken off of this earth until we finish our testimony. 
The devil does not have power over our lives. We are witnesses of the Lord, and 
He will protect us until our testimony is finished. 
 This passage illustrates the difference between being a witness and 
giving testimony. Witness is not something we do; it is something we are. 
Giving testimony is what a witness does.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is 
called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified:  (Here the following is 
said about the two witnesses after they are attacked by the beast from the abyss: 
Their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is allegorically called 
Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. literally, for Jerusalem no longer 
existed in his time.) The two witnesses are killed in the city of Jerusalem, which is 
described in three illustrative terms. 
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· As Sodom, speaking of immorality. 
· As Egypt, speaking of oppression and slavery. 

· As the great city, a term often applied to Babylon, the headquarters of Antichrist 
If, during the first three and one-half years, Jerusalem’s leadership is in league with 
the Antichrist, it is easy to see how these titles apply. Any city in love with the 
Antichrist, or entering into a covenant with him, could be called Sodom, Egypt, and 
Babylon. 
Those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to 
one another: The earth saw and rejoiced over the deaths of the two witnesses. The 
fact that this is seen by all people, tribes, tongues, and nations is perhaps an 
oblique prophecy of modern mass media. 

 It is amazing – and not far-fetched at all – to think of a live, worldwide broadcast 
on new channels and over the internet, “Live from Jerusalem,” and seeing the 
amazing scene described here taking place. 

 The idea is also that the world treats these two witnesses in a humiliating manner. 
“To have his dead body lie in view of all was the worst humiliation a person could 
suffer from his enemies.” (Johnson) 

Because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth: The 
preaching of these two witnesses and their call to repentance was a torment for 
many, because they could not stand to hear the truth while they loved their lie. 
(This has to be during the Tribulation after all the Christians have been caught up 
in the second coming of Jesus, I won’t be here!) 
 

Luke 10:17-20 --- 12-15 previous ones- But I say to you that it 

will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.   13 “Woe to you, 

Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you 

had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 

sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 

judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be 

brought down to Hades. 16 He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects 

Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.” 
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17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject 

to us in Your name.”18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 

heaven.  

19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over 

all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 

you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 

but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 

Capernaum especially was exalted to heaven, because it was the adopted home of 
Jesus during the days of His Galilean ministry, hearing much of His teaching and 
seeing many of His miracles. 
iv. Jesus said that it would be more tolerable for some in the day of judgment than 
for others. This leads us to believe that on that day, some will receive worse 
judgment than others. No one will have it good in hell, but some will have it worse 
than others. 

B. Joy at the return of the Seventy. 

(17-20) The joy of the seventy and Jesus’ warning. 

Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to 
us in Your name.” And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all 
the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Nevertheless 
do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven.” 
a. The seventy returned with joy: This was a good day. The disciples and followers 
of Jesus endured their share of confusion and hardship, but they also enjoyed 
some wonderful blessings of effective service. 
b. Even the demons are subject to us in Your name: A careful look at the 
instructions Jesus gave these seventy (Luke 10:9) shows that Jesus had not 
originally commissioned them to cast out demons (as He did the twelve disciples 
in Luke 9:1-2).  

These seventy disciples learned that when we boldly do what Jesus tells us to do, 
we can anticipate that He will bless us in ways beyond our expectation. 
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In Your name shows they didn’t take the credit to themselves. They knew it was 
the power and authority of Jesus. “Be sure to rely, not on numbers or organization, 
but on the name of Jesus, used not as a charm, but as representing his living and 
ascended might.” (Meyer) 
I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven: The success of these commissioned 
disciples – especially their authority over demonic spirits – caused Jesus to speak of 
the fall of Satan, when he fell as quick and dramatic as lightning from heaven. 
 Here Jesus spoke of Satan’s first fall, from glorified to profane. Fall like lightning 
from heaven doesn’t mean that Satan fell from heaven, but that his fall was as 
dramatic and sudden as a bolt of lightning from heaven 
 
Satan’s fall was God’s immediate judgment upon that rebellious spirit (though not 
complete judgment, which still awaits). Every time the kingdom of Jesus is 
presented in truth and power, it is like another judgment upon Satan and all who 
share his rebellious spirit. “So, where the gospel is preached with divine power, 
Satan comes down from his throne, in human hearts and human minds, as rapidly 
as the lightning-flash falls from heaven; and when we see his kingdom shaken, 
then, like Jesus, we rejoice in spirit.” (Spurgeon) 
 
In remembering the fall of Satan, Jesus also warned them against pride. After all, if 
Satan could fall like lightning from his place of high spiritual status and privilege, so 
could they. “In the most holy work there always lurks this danger of the 
glorification of the self-life.” (Morgan) 
 
Behold, I give you the authority: Because Satan was fallen and the disciples were 
messengers of Jesus and His kingdom, they enjoyed the superior power of God 
over Satan.  Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you: 
Jesus warned them to rejoice in what God had done for them (because your names 
are written in heaven), more than in what they had done for God (that the spirits 
are subject to you). 

It wasn’t wrong for them to rejoice in the success of their service; but they must 
have a greater joy in a greater miracle – the promise of their own salvation. “He 
did not mean in the present instance to censure their joy in their success, but only 
to make it subordinate to another rejoicing, and to prevent its growing to excess.” 
(Spurgeon) 
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Some people get emotionally intoxicated after successful service or the display of 
spiritual power. After God uses them in some way, they are arrogantly impressed 
with all they did for God. God wants us to always see that what He did for us 
always is far greater than what we could ever do for Him. It’s good for us to be 
moderate in the joy we have over our talents, our gifts, and our success. 

Luke 10:21-(21-22) The joy of Jesus as He sees the work of God in His 

people.   In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent 
and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. 
All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son 
is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom 
the Son wills to reveal Him.” 

In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit: Jesus was genuinely excited. Literally, the 
ancient Greek says He was thrilled with joy. This singular specific example of Jesus 
rejoicing was over the work of His servants. God delights in using the weak and 
foolish things of this world to confound the wise (1 Corinthians 1:27-29). 
  
One reason Jesus was so happy is because every victory is important. “There is no 
victory won anywhere by any lonely disciple, or handful of disciples, that does not 
react on the entire battlefield.” (Meyer) I thank You, Father: Jesus’ joy made Him 
break out into prayer. He praised God the Father for His wisdom, for His plan, and 
for His own unique relationship with God the Father. 

Jesus thanked the Father, not praising His own work.· Jesus thanked the Father for 
His wise, sometimes unexpected plan.· Jesus thanked the Father for the fellow 
servants in His midst.· Jesus thanked the Father for the simplicity of His servants. 

Jesus spoke of His unity with the Father (All things have been delivered to Me by 
My Father). Jesus spoke of His special relationship with the Father (no one knows 
who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son). 
Jesus spoke of how God allows us to have some part in that special relationship 
(and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him). 
That You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them 
to babes: Jesus rejoiced that unlikely people were taught of God and used by Him. 
The babes were the seventy; simple believers who received real wisdom from the 
revelation of God. 
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· He had to send the simple, because the wise of this world would never go out as 
lambs among wolves.-· He had to send the simple, because they would not change 

the message.-· He had to send the simple, because He wanted to reach the 
simple.-· He had to send the simple, because they would do the work in His name.-
· He had to send the simple, because they would rejoice over the work.-· He had to 

send the simple, because they would give the praise to Jesus. 

Revelations 9:3-4-(2-6) Locusts from the bottomless pit. 

And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke 
of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of 
the pit. Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was 
given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. They were commanded 
not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those 
men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. And they were not 
given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months. Their 
torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man. In those days 
men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee 
from them. 
Out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth: These are obviously not natural 
locusts. They avoid plants and attack men like scorpions attack. They are “A visual 
representation of the hordes of demons loosed upon the earth.” (Walvoord) 
The idea is simply that as part of the judgment of the great tribulation, God will 
allow demonic hordes, previously imprisoned, to descend upon the earth like a 
swarm of destructive locusts.  
The seal of God on their foreheads: Those who have the seal of God on their 
foreheads (the 144,000 and perhaps more) are protected, but none other are. This 
is an inescapable judgment of God. 
They were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them for five months: 
Their purpose and period is expressly governed by God, and the purpose of all this 
is to bring repentance (Revelation 9:20-21). 
In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and 
death will flee from them: Death will offer no escape from this prolonged torture. 
Their power is described like the power of scorpions, and the bite of a scorpion, 
though extremely painful, is rarely fatal. 
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They will desire to die: The tormented ones want to die as Paul did in Philippians 
1:21-23, but for a completely different reason and result than Paul. For Paul, death 
led to eternal blessing, but for these tormented ones, death is a leap from the 
frying pan of present torment into eternal fire. 
 
Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary 

9:1-12 Upon sounding the fifth trumpet, a star fell from heaven to the earth. 
Having ceased to be a minister of Christ, he who is represented by this star 
becomes the minister of the devil; and lets loose the powers of hell against the 
churches of Christ. On the opening of the bottomless pit, there arose a great 
smoke. The devil carries on his designs by blinding the eyes of men, by putting out 
light and knowledge, and promoting ignorance and error. Out of this smoke there 
came a swarm of locusts, emblems of the devil's agents, who promote 
superstition, idolatry, error, and cruelty.  
The trees and the grass, the true believers, whether young or more advanced, 
should be untouched. But a secret poison and infection in the soul, should rob 
many others of purity, and afterwards of peace. The locusts had no power to hurt 
those who had the seal of God. God's all-powerful, distinguishing grace will keep 
his people from total and final apostacy.  
The power is limited to a short season; but it would be very sharp. In such events 
the faithful share the common calamity, but from the pestilence of error they 
might and would be safe.  
 

Ezekiel. 34:1-2-And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Son of man, 

prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the 

Lord GOD to the shepherds: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! 

Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Prophesy against the shepherds of 

Israel:  

The idea of the shepherd in the ancient Near East often meant a king or a prince. 
Joshua is an example of a civil leader called a shepherd (Numbers 27:17), as well as 
King Saul (2 Samuel 5:2). Here the idea includes that, but also includes the idea of 
those who are spiritual leaders among God’s people. Jeremiah is an example of a 
spiritual leader who was called a shepherd (Jeremiah 17:16). 
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The New Testament will later make this idea perfectly clear. When Peter 
wrote, Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by 
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly (1 Peter 5:2), he meant 
spiritual shepherds. Peter wrote this keeping in mind that Jesus is always the 
ultimate Shepherd among God’s people (1 Peter 2:25). 
 The idea of the LORD and His Messiah as the perfect Shepherd of God’s people 
goes all the way back to Genesis 49:24, and is of course reflected in passages such 
as Psalm 23. 
Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves: Regarding both civil and 
spiritual leaders, God rebuked and warned those shepherds who were concerned 
about feeding themselves, and not their flock. The obvious question was 
asked: Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Godly shepherds must serve 
more of the benefit of the flock than their own benefit. 
 
In His great teaching on the Good Shepherd in John 10, Jesus explained this 
principle. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep (John 10:11). Peter later 
wrote of this same idea (1 Peter 5:2). Faithful shepherds care for the flock, 
sometimes at significant self-sacrifice. 
 

Ezk. 34:5-5-6) The result of the work of the unfaithful shepherds. 

So they were scattered because there was no shepherd; and they became food for 
all the beasts of the field when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through 
all the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the 
whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or searching for them.” 
 
So they were scattered because there was no shepherd: In both the civil and 
spiritual realms, when sheep have unfaithful shepherds sometimes they think the 
answer is no shepherds. They think that almost any kind of leadership among God’s 
people is unnecessary and that the flock can lead itself. Ezekiel specifically spoke 
against this kind of thinking. When there was no shepherd, it was no better for the 
sheep. 
They became food for all the beasts of the field: This was the result of the 
scattering. Some of God’s flock became food for all the beasts of the field. The 
unfaithful shepherds soured the sheep on the principle of leadership among God’s 
people, and the flock ended up suffering greatly because of it. 
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My sheep… My flock: For emphasis, God twice stated that the flock belongs to Him. 
It’s always dangerous when civil or spiritual leaders begin to think that God’s 
people belong to them, that they in any sense own them. Peter repeated this idea 
in 1 Peter 5:2-3 
 Godly shepherds should never use the phrase “my church” in any way other than 
indicating the church entrusted to them, the congregation they serve and are part 
of. “My church” should never be used in a possessive sense; the church always 
belongs to Jesus Himself (Matthew 16:18). 
No one was seeking or searching for them: There is a sense of sadness in these 
words, sadness over the fact that there are so few godly shepherds. Even if the 
number of faithful shepherds is large by itself, it seems to be never enough to 
meet the need or adequately care for God’s flock. 
 

Genesis. 3:1-(1) The serpent begins his temptation. 
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD 
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden’?” 
The serpent: The text here does not, by itself alone, clearly identify the serpent as 
Satan, but the rest of the Bible makes it clear this is Satan appearing as a serpent. 
In Ezekiel 28:13-19 tells us that Satan was in Eden. Many other passages associate 
a serpent or a snake-like creature with Satan (such as Job 26:13 and Isaiah 
51:9). Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 speak of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan. 
The representation of Satan as a serpent makes the idea of Moses saving Israel by 
lifting up a bronze serpent all the more provocative (Numbers 21:8-9), especially 
when Jesus identifies Himself with that very serpent (John 3:14). This is because, in 
this picture, the serpent (a personification of sin and rebellion) is made 
of bronze (a metal associated with judgment, since it is made with fire). The lifting 
of a bronze serpent is the lifting up of sin judged, in the form of a cross. 
 The serpent was more cunning than any beast: Satan’s effectiveness is often 
found in His cunning, crafty ways. We can’t outsmart Satan, but we can overcome 
him with the power of Jesus. 
It was the craftiness of Satan that made him successful against Eve: as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his craftiness (2 Corinthians 11:3). 
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 And he said to the woman: Apparently, before the curse pronounced in Genesis 
3:14-15, the serpent was different than what we know today as a serpent. This 
creature didn’t start as a snake as we know it, it became one. 
Demonic spirits evidently have the ability, under certain circumstances, to indwell 
human or animal bodies (Luke 8:33). On this occasion, Satan chose to indwell the 
body of a pre-curse serpent. “An immaterial spirit must be invisible; and therefore 
he must embody himself in some way or other before he can be seen. That Satan 
has power to enter into living bodies is clear, for he did so upon a very large scale 
with regard to men in the days of Christ… 
 
To the woman: Satan brought his temptation against the woman because he 
perceived she was more vulnerable to attack. This is because she did not receive 
the command to not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil directly 
from God but through Adam (Genesis 2:15-17). 

Perhaps Satan knew by observation Adam didn’t do an effective job of 
communicating to Eve what the LORD told him. This failure on Adam’s part made 
Eve more vulnerable to temptation. 

 Satan will often attack a chain at its weakest link, so he gets at Adam by tempting 
Eve. The stronger ones in a “chain” must expect an attack against weaker links and 
support them against those attacks. 

Has God indeed said: Satan’s first attack was leveled against the Word of God. If he 
could make Eve confused about what God said, or to doubt what God said, then 
his battle was partially won. From the beginning, Satan has tried to undermine 
God’s people by undermining God’s Word. He can undermine just as effectively by 
getting us to neglect God’s Word as by getting us to doubt it. 
Has God indeed said, “You shall not eat of every tree of the garden”? Satan took 
God’s positive command in Genesis 2:16-17 (Of every tree of the garden you may 
freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat) and 
rephrased it in a purely negative way: “God won’t let you eat of every tree.” 
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•  Deu. 28:25-26-The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; 

you shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you 

shall become troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your carcasses shall 

be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and no one shall 

frighten them away.  It would make their flight the more shameful, and the more 

grievous, that they might have triumphed over their enemies if they had but been faithful 

to their God. The carcasses of those that were slain in war, or died in captivity among 

strangers, should be meat for the fowls (v. 26); and an Israelite, having forfeited the 

favor of his God, should have so little humanity shown him as that no man should drive 

them away, so odious would God's curse make him to all mankind. 

 

Deu. 7:22-And the LORD your God will drive out those nations before 

you little by little; you will be unable to destroy them at once, lest the beasts of the 

field become too numerous for you.   –  

You will be unable to destroy them at once: God would go before Israel and fight 

for them (the great and awesome God, is among you) but He would not drive all 

the enemies out at once. Perhaps Israel wanted the land all cleared out before 

them, but God knew it was not best for the land or for them. 

Lest the beast of the field become too numerous for you: The way easiest for Israel 
was for God to clear all Israel’s enemies out at once. But this easy way had 
consequences Israel could not see or appreciate. 
Little by little: Sometimes to our frustration, this is the way God often works in our 
life. He clears things away little by little even though we might prefer it all at once. 
But God wanted Israel to grow spiritually in the process of taking the Promised 
Land. 
 Doing it all at once might seem easier and better to us but will have consequences 
we cannot see or appreciate. God cares that we grow, and so He grows us little by 
little. 
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Dan. 4:10-15-. A tree in the midst of the earth: The tree in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was noted for its size, strength, prominence, beauty, 

fruit, and shelter. 

He cried aloud and said thus: The watcher (presumably an angel) explained the 
fate of the tree. He noted that the tree was to be chopped down, and it would lose 
its size, strength, prominence, beauty, fruit, and shelter. He also said that 
the tree represented a man who would be changed and given the heart of a beast. 
Bound with a band of iron and bronze: These were either for the tree stump’s 
confinement or protection. The tree would no longer be free and great. 
In order that the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men: 
Nebuchadnezzar heard these words in his dream. In light of this, the dream wasn’t 
hard to interpret – it clearly dealt with the humbling of a great king. No wonder 
none of Nebuchadnezzar’s counselors wanted to interpret the dream for him. 
Like most kings – ancient and modern – Nebuchadnezzar wanted to believe 
that he ruled instead of God or anyone else. “Both the Assyrian and the Babylonian 
kings thought of themselves as rulers over all the earth, so describing themselves 
in their inscriptions.” (Wood) 

Isa. 6:13-(3-4) What Isaiah heard. And one cried to another and said: “Holy, 

holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 
Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts: Why do they repeat “holy” three times? 
Wasn’t it enough to simply say that the LORD was “holy” once? It wasn’t enough. 
They say it three times because there are Three Persons in the One God. 

Calvin didn’t think that this was the best verse to prove the Trinity, but he still saw 
the truth of the Trinity here. “The ancients quoted this passage when the wished 
to prove that there are three persons in one essence of the Godhead… I have no 
doubt that the angels here describe One God in Three Persons.” 

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts: Why do they repeat “holy” three times? 
Wasn’t it enough to simply say that the LORD was “holy” once? It wasn’t enough. 
In the Hebrew language, intensity is communicated by repetition. To say the LORD 
is holy says something. To say the LORD is holy, holy, says far more. To say, holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD is to declare His holiness in the highest possible degree. 
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What does it mean that God is holy, and holy in the highest possible 
sense? Holiness, at its root, has the idea of apartness. It describes someone, or 
something, which is set apart from other people or things. An object can be holy if 
it is set apart for sacred service. A person is holy if they are set apart for God’s will 
and purpose. 
 
 What is the LORD set apart from? He is set apart from creation, in that the Lord 
GOD is not a creature, and He exists outside of all creation. If all creation were to 
dissolve, the Lord GOD would remain. He is set apart from humanity, in that His 
“nature” or “essence” is Divine, not human. God is not a super-man or the ultimate 
man. God is not merely smarter than any man, stronger than any man, older than 
any man, or better than any man. You can’t measure God on man’s chart at all. He 
is Divine, and we are human. 
 
God’s holiness is a part of everything He is and does. God’s power is a holy power. 
God’s love is a holy love. God’s wisdom is a holy wisdom. Holiness is not an aspect 
of God’s personality; it is one characteristic of His entire Being. 
The whole earth is full of His glory: The seraphim surrounding the throne of God 
could see this probably more clearly than Isaiah could.                                                               
We are often blind to the obvious glory of God all around us.  The posts of the door 
were shaken by the voice of him who cried out: The seraphim are majestic beings, 
and their voice carries weight. When they speak, the door posts of God’s throne 
room shake! The idea may be that Isaiah was watching from the door way, and 
when the seraphim cried out, he could feel the door posts shake. 
Yet these high, majestic beings – perhaps the highest beings in all of God’s creation 
– have one occupation. Their existence is given over to the praise and worship and 
honor of the LORD God who is enthroned in heaven. What could we possibly do 
that is a higher calling than that? 

They sang so powerfully the door posts were shaken! Shouldn’t we sing with the 
same passion, the same heart, the same intensity? Do those angels have more to 

thank and praise God for than we do? WOW! 

The house was filled with smoke: This smoke reminds us of the pillar of cloud that 
represented the presence of God (Exodus 13:21-22), the smoke on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 19:18), and the cloud of God’s Shekinah glory that filled the temple (1 
Kings 8:10-12). A cloud of glory often marks the presence of the LORD. 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Exodus+13.21-22&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Exodus+19.18&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Kings+8.10-12&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Kings+8.10-12&t=NKJV


 

More Than Words – Lesson 6- Symbols- BFC Research on several of the verses in this lesson. Salt Shakin 
Sister Outreach & Ministsry: www.saltshakinsister.com 
 

Ez. 31:6-All the birds of the heavens made their nests in its boughs; Under its 

branches all the beasts of the field brought forth their young; And in its shadow all 

great nations made their home. All the fowls of the heavens made their nests in his 

boughs,.... All the fowls; not every individual, but all sorts and kinds of men and 

people, nobles, merchants, husbandmen, likened to fowls.     

Made their nests; did settle their habitations and families, expecting what they 

found, safety and rest, and hoping what did ensue, an increase of their children 

and posterity, as birds do in a quiet and safe nest.  In his boughs; in his kingdom, in 

the cities or towns of it.  Under his branches; Beasts here are people, the field is 

the countries round about, their bringing forth their young includes their making 

their dens, that is, men’s building, begetting children, and breeding them under his 

branches, under his government and protection.    

Under his shadow dwelt all great nations: this gives some light to the riddle. No 

nation, that was great at that time in the world, but either owned the dominion, or 

sought the alliance and friendship, of this king and kingdom. 

Rev. 18:1-2-(1-3) Announcement of the glorious angel. 

After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with 
a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a 
dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every 
unclean and hated bird! For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her 
luxury.” (bfc-Babylon represents sin, death and hell?) 
Illuminated with his glory: This angel coming down from heaven is so “fresh” from 
God’s presence that he glows. “So recently has he come from the Presence (of 
God) that in passing he flings a broad belt of light across the dark earth.” ( 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen: He announces that Babylon is fallen, fallen and 
the phrase is “repeated like a solemn dirge of the damned.” (Robertson) 
Become a dwelling place of demons: A sad fate for a once-great city. This is “a 
prophetic picture of absolute desolation where the proud achievements of man 
become the demonic haunts of unclean and horrible creatures.” (Mounce) 
Abundance of her luxury: Babylon’s sin was not only idolatry (referred to with the 
term fornication), but also pride, greed, and selfishly held wealth. 


