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Lesson #7 – Galatians Chapter 4:21-31  (NLT) 

Abraham’s Two Children-Isaac and Ishmael 

21 Tell me, you who want to live under the law, do you know what the law 

actually says? 22 The Scriptures say that Abraham had two sons, one from his 

slave wife and one from his freeborn wife. 

 23 The son of the slave wife was born in a human attempt to bring about the 

fulfillment of God’s promise.  

But the son of the freeborn wife was born as God’s own fulfillment of his 

promise. 

24 These two women serve as an illustration of God’s two covenants.  

The first woman, Hagar, represents Mount Sinai where people received the 

law that enslaved them. 

 25 And now Jerusalem is just like Mount Sinai in Arabia, because she and her 

children live in slavery to the law. 

 26 But the other woman, Sarah, represents the heavenly Jerusalem. She is 

the free woman, and she is our mother. 27 As Isaiah said, 

??????“Rejoice, O childless woman, you who have never given birth! 

Break into a joyful shout,   you who have never been in labor! 

For the desolate woman now has more children  than the woman who lives 

with her husband!” 

28 And you, dear brothers and sisters, are children of the promise, just like 

Isaac. 29 But you are now being persecuted by those who want you to keep 

the law, just as Ishmael, the child born by human effort, persecuted Isaac, 

the child born by the power of the Spirit. 

30 But what do the Scriptures say about that? “Get rid of the slave and her 

son, for the son of the slave woman will not share the inheritance with the 

free woman’s son.” 

31 So, dear brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave woman; we 

are children of the free woman. 
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Scripture Verses Outline Galatians 4:21-31 

❖ Galatians Chapter 4:21-31 
❖ You want to live under the law? 
❖ Do you know what the law actually says? 

o Abraham had 2 sons 
▪ One from a slave-Hagar 
▪ One from freewoman-Sarah 

❖ Son of slave-born in human attempt to fulfill Gods promise 
❖ Son of freeborn wife-fulfillment of Gods promise 

o These 2 women serve as 2 (illustrations) different covenants 
▪ Law-Works-Bondage (before Jesus came to die for us) 
▪ Grace-Freedom-No Bondage (Jesus death on cross for us) 

❖ First woman – Hagar – represents Mt. Sinai where Moses received the 10 
commandments from God 

o The Law that enslaved them 
❖ Jerusalem is “like” Mt. Sinai in Arabia because she and her children live in slavery-Law 
❖ Sarah represents the heavenly Jerusalem – the free woman 

o Rejoice childless woman, you who never gave birth, break out in joy, you who 
have never been in labor! The desolate women NOW has more children than the 
woman who lives with her husband! (I had to research this, and you will find the 
research information in the following commentary notes by David Quizik) 

❖ Brothers and sisters now children of the promise 
o There will be persecution for following Jesus 
o Man wants to keep you under the Law-Bondage-Hagar-Doing human efforts 

❖ What does scripture say? 
o Get rid of the slave woman and Ishmael (bfc -get saved and free yourself from the 

devil and his chains) 
▪ They will not share in the inheritance of the free woman-Sarah-Isaac                  

(bfc- we can’t serve God and mammon-we can’t be saved and still serve 
the devil-we can’t work enough to earn salvation- its all GRACE and Jesus) 

❖ We are not children of slave woman-Law-Hagar-Bondage 
❖ We are children of freewoman-Grace-Jesus-Sarah-Freedom 
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David Quzik Commentary Notes 

Using the Old Testament, Paul shows that the systems of grace and law can’t exist 
together as principles in our lives. 

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? 
Tell me, you who desire to be under the law:  
 
There are many advantages to being under the law. First, you always have the 
outward certainty of a list of rules to keep. Second, you can compliment yourself 
because you keep the rules better than others do. Finally, you can take the credit 
for your own salvation, because you earned it by keeping the list of rules. 
 

Under the law it is what you do for God that makes you right before Him. Under 
the grace of God, it is what God has done for us in Jesus Christ that makes us right 

before Him. 
Under the law the focus is on my performance. Under the grace of God, the focus 
is on who Jesus is and what He has done. Under the law we find fig leaves to cover 

our nakedness. Under the grace of God we receive the covering won through 
sacrifice that God provides. 

  
Do you not hear the law? Paul approached the matter with another illustration 
from the Old Testament.  It is important that Paul refer back to the Scriptures 
again and again. (22-23) The Old Testament shows the contrast between the two 
sons of Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael. 
For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other 
by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the 
flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise. 
 
Abraham’s first son was named Ishmael. He was born not from his wife, but from 
his wife’s servant (the bondwoman), from a misguided surrogate mother scheme 
to “help God” when Abraham’s wife Sarah couldn’t become pregnant. 
 Born according to the flesh: Ishmael was Abraham’s son, but he was the 
son according to the flesh and unbelief and trying to make your own way before 
God. It often doesn’t look like it, but legalism is living according to the flesh. but it 
is living like Ishmael. 
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He of the freewoman through promise: Abraham’s second son was named Isaac. 
He was born, miraculously, through Abraham’s wife Sarah (the freewoman). Isaac 
was Abraham’s son, and he was the son of God’s promise and faith and God’s 
miracle for Abraham. 
 
 3. (24-27) The Old Testament shows the contrast between Mount Sinai and 
Mount Zion. These things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one 
from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, (bfc-Mt. Sinai is where Moses 
received the Ten Commandments-The Law) which is Hagar but the Jerusalem 
above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written: “Rejoice, O barren, 
You who do not bear! Break forth and shout, You who are not in labor! For the 
desolate has many more children Than she who has a husband.” 
 
These teachins are symbolic: Paul wanted it understood that he used pictures from 

the Old Testament. His reference to Hagar and Ishmael were pictures, meant to 
illustrate his point. Now he would bring in another picture. 

 For these are the two covenants: In the Bible, a covenant is a “contract” that sets 
the rules for our relationship with God. The legalists wanted to relate to God under 
one set of rules, and Paul wanted them to relate to God under the “rules” 
presented by the gospel.  
 
This covenant gives birth to bondage. Since it is all about what we must do for God 
to be accepted by Him, it doesn’t set us free. This covenant is associated 
with Hagar, the “surrogate mother” who gave birth to Ishmael a 
covenant according to the flesh (Galatians 4:23). 
 
This covenant corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, that is, earthly Jerusalem 
which was the capital of religious Judaism. This was the way most Jewish people in 
Paul’s day tried to be right with God – by trusting in their ability to please God by 
keeping the law. 
 
But the Jerusalem above: The other covenant is associated with Jerusalem. It is 
associated with the Jerusalem above – God’s own New Jerusalem in heaven. 
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 The Jerusalem above is free: Paul will now tell us more about the covenant 
represented by the heavenly Jerusalem. This covenant brings freedom – it is free.  
 Which is the mother of us all: This covenant has many children; it is the mother of 
us all. Every Christian through the centuries belongs to this new covenant, the 
covenant of the heavenly Jerusalem. Rejoice, O barren, you who do not 
bear! Everyone is born because of a miracle by God. 
 

The desolate has many more children: The quotation from Isaiah 54:1 also 
suggests that there will soon be more Christians than Jews – a promise that was 

fulfilled. 
 

4. (28-31) Paul applies the contrasts between the two systems. 

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But, as he who was born 
according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, 
even so it is now. 
 Nevertheless, what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her 
son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the 
freewoman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the 
free. 
 
 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise: As Christians, we don’t 
identify with Ishmael. We identify with Isaac, as children of a promise that was 
received by faith. 
 
But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born 
according to the Spirit, even so it is now: Ishmael and his descendants persecuted 
Isaac and his descendants. So we should not be surprised that the modern day 
people who follow God in the flesh persecute those who follow God in faith 
through the promise. 
 

Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her 
son”: The answer to this problem is clear, though not easy. We must cast out the 
bondwoman and her son. Law and grace cannot live together as principles for our 

Christian life. 
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Hagar and Sarah could not live together in the same house (Genesis 21:8-14). We 
could argue all day long whose fault it was, but that isn’t the point. The point is 
that God told Abraham to send Hagar away. So also every Christian must send 
away the idea of relating to God on the principle of law, the principle of what we 
do for Him instead of what He has done for us in Jesus Christ. 
 
Significantly, Sarah could live with Hagar and Ishmael until the son of promise was 
born. Once Isaac was born, then Hagar and Ishmael had to go. In the same way, a 
person could relate to the law one way before the promise of the gospel was made 
clear in Jesus Christ. But now that it has been made clear, there is nothing to do but 

to cast out the bondwoman and her son. 
 
We are heirs of God through the principle of grace, not works. 
So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free: For Paul, 
one of the great issues in this was freedom. He knew the bondage of trying to earn 
his own way before God, because he lived that way for decades. Now he knew the 
freedom of living as a son of God, free in Jesus Christ. 
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Lesson #7 – Galatians Chapter 4:21-31                          
Review Questions from the Scriptures-NLT Version 

 
1. What does the “scripture say” in verse 

4:21__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

2. The son of the slave wife was born in what kind of an attempt. ___________ 
3. In Verse 23 it says, But the ________________________________________               

was born as God’s own fulfillment of His ___________________. 
4. The two women in our verses today were an _______________________             

of Gods two covenants. 
5. What was the woman’s name that represents slavery/law? ______________ 
6. What was the woman’s name that represents Grace/Freedom? 

___________ 
7. What was the place in scripture that references to where the people 

received the law and the enslavement of them? ________________. 
8. This place was also where Moses received the: ______________________ 
9. Who does Sarah represent in verse 26? _____________________________ 
10. In verse 28, what are the brothers and sisters called? 

___________________ 
11. In verse 29 “But you are _______ being ____________________ by those 

who want you to keep the ____________. 
12. __________________ was the son that is said to be born “by human effort” 
13. In verse 30, it says: “Get rid of the slave and her son, for the son of the slave 

woman shall _________    ___________   ______________________ with 
the freewoman’s son. 

14. Dear brothers and sisters we are not __________________ of the 
___________ woman, we are children of the ___________ woman. 

GRACE  GRACE   GRACE  GRACE  GRACE   GRACE   GRACE   GRACE   GRACE   GRACE 

 

LOVE YA’LL MY SISTA’S – DAUGHTERS OF 
THE MOST HIGH – OUR ABBA FATHER!! 
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