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What does it mean to be leaven? 
 

Noun. a substance, as yeast or baking powder, that causes fermentation and expansion of dough 
or batter. fermented dough reserved for producing fermentation in a new batch of dough. an 

element that produces an altering or transforming influence. 
 
What is the difference between instant yeast and active dry yeast? 

Active-dry yeast is the variety that the majority of recipes call for. ... By comparison, instant dry 

yeast does not need to be proofed in warm water and can be directly added to dry ingredients 

such as flour and salt. Instant yeast particles are smaller, which allows them to dissolve more 

quickly. 

Why is bread unleavened? 
This has to do with the story of Passover: After the killing of the first born, the Pharaoh agreed to 
let the Israelites go. But in their haste to leave Egypt, the Israelites could not let their bread rise 
and so they brought unleavened bread. 
Leaven 

The signification of leaven, is falsity. Leaven denotes falsity can be seen from those passages 
where leaven and leavened, and also unleavened, are mentioned, as in Matthew:-- 

Jesus said unto them, See ye and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees. Afterward the disciples understood that He had not said that they should 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
(Matthew 16:6, 12);  where leaven manifestly means false doctrine. As leaven signified 
falsity, it was forbidden to sacrifice upon what was leavened the blood of the sacrifice 
(Exod. 23:18; 34:25); for by the blood of the sacrifice was signified holy truth, thus truth. 
pure from all falsity (AC 4735, 6978, 7317, 7326, 7846, 7850). It was also ordained that 
the meat-offering which was to be offered upon the altar was not to be baked leavened 
(Lev. 6:17); and that the cakes and wafers also should be unleavened (Lev. 7:11-13). 

[2] As further regards what is leavened and what is unleavened, be it known that the purification 
of truth from falsity with man cannot possibly exist without fermentation so called, that is, 
without the combat of falsity with truth and of truth with falsity; but after combat has existed, 
and truth has conquered, then falsity falls down like dregs, and the truth comes forth purified, 
like wine which grows clear after fermentation, the dregs falling to the bottom.  

 

http://www.biblemeanings.info/Bible/Genesis/ch37,v18-22-m.htm#AC4735
http://www.biblemeanings.info/Bible/Exodus/ch4,v8-9-m.htm#AC6978
http://www.biblemeanings.info/Bible/Exodus/ch7,v14-24-m.htm#AC7317
http://www.biblemeanings.info/Bible/Exodus/ch7,v14-24-m.htm#AC7326
http://www.biblemeanings.info/Bible/Exodus/ch12,v7-11-m.htm#AC7846
http://www.biblemeanings.info/Bible/Exodus/ch12,v7-11-m.htm#AC7850
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 This fermentation or combat exists chiefly when the state with man is being changed, that is, 
when he begins to act from the good that is of charity, and not as before from the truth that is of 
faith; for the state has not as yet been purified when the man acts from the truth of faith, but it 
has been purified when he acts from the good which is of charity; for then be acts from the will; 
previously only from the understanding. 

[3] Spiritual combats or temptations are fermentations in the spiritual sense; for then falsities 
are desirous to conjoin themselves with truths; but truths reject them, and finally cast them 
down as it were to the bottom, consequently they purify. In this sense is to be understood what 
the Lord teaches about leaven in Matthew:-- The kingdom of the heavens is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, until the whole was leavened 
(Matthew 13:33);  They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the baker; the stirrer ceaseth 
from the kneading of the dough until it be leavened (Hosea 7:4). 

Leviticus 2:11-Jesus warns us in Luke 12:1 about leaven: "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 

which is hypocrisy." Throughout Matthew 23, Jesus lists a multitude of Pharisaical sins that could 

be grouped as legalistic externalism. 

In Matthew 16:6, Jesus warns of the leaven of the Sadducees. The Sadducees' sins are not listed, 

but elsewhere we find they at least denied the supernatural and the resurrection of the 

dead (Acts 23:8). Jesus also warns of the leaven of Herod (Mark 8:15). Herod was involved in a 

great deal of lying in his political wheeling and dealing, abusing the power of his office, adultery, 

and general all-around worldliness. 

Paul commands in I Corinthians 5:7-8:-Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 

lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Thus, in the New Testament leaven signifies wickedness and 
malice in contrast to sincerity and truth. 

All of our offerings to God are mixed with some measure of sin. Has He made allowance for this 

in His instructions for the offerings? Yes. No grain offering which you bring to the LORD shall be 

made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey in any offering to the LORD made 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Bible.show/sVerseID/2774/eVerseID/2774/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/25461/eVerseID/25461
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/23679/eVerseID/23679
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/library.sa/subj/resurrection/resurrection-articles.htm
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/library.sa/subj/resurrection/resurrection-articles.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/27743/eVerseID/27743
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/24516/eVerseID/24516
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/1449/seventh-commandment.htm
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28462/eVerseID/28463
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/biblestudy/id/12/passover.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/booklet/id/421/god-is-what.htm
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm
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by fire. As for the offering of the firstfruits, you shall offer them to the LORD, but they shall not 

be burned on the altar for a sweet aroma. (Leviticus 2:11-12) 

Leviticus 23:17, 20 clarifies this:-You shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves of two-

tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven. They are the 

firstfruits to the LORD. . . . The priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave 

offering before the LORD, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 

This Pentecost offering is a meal offering. The loaves represent Christians accepted before God 

because of Jesus Christ. However, because the loaves contained leaven, symbolizing the reality 

of sin in our lives, they are waved before God and accepted but not burned on the altar, 

recognizing the presence of that sin. 

Romans 7:14-20 makes a powerful statement on this: For we know that the law is spiritual, but I 

am carnal, sold under sin. For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I 

do not practice; but what I hate, that I do. If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law 

that it is good. But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know that in me 

(that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what 

is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I 

practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 

No matter how much oil—the Holy Spirit—is poured out on us, it 
cannot completely counteract the corrupting effect of the leaven. We 
can control the flesh sufficiently so sin does not rule us, but sin is ever 

with us, and as long as we have human nature, that cannot be changed. 

The only solution is that we must be changed—totally—and that is in our future, according to I 

Corinthians 15:50-52:-Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

 

https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/2774/eVerseID/2775
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/3420/eVerseID/3420
https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/803/offerings-of-leviticus-meal-offering.htm
https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28106/eVerseID/28112
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28769/eVerseID/28771
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28769/eVerseID/28771
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/basics.tour/ID/2/What-Did-Jesus-Preach.htm
https://www.truegospel.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/basics.tour/ID/2/What-Did-Jesus-Preach.htm

