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1 Samuel  Chapter One (NLT) 
 

Elkanah and His Family-1 There was a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramah in the region of 

Zuph in the hill country of Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of 

Zuph, of Ephraim. 2 Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but 

Hannah did not. 

3 Each year Elkanah would travel to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the LORD of Heaven’s 

Armies at the Tabernacle. The priests of the LORD at that time were the two sons of Eli—Hophni 

and Phinehas. 4 On the days Elkanah presented his sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat 

to Peninnah and each of her children. 5 And though he loved Hannah, he would give her only one 

choice portion because the LORD had given her no children. 6 So Peninnah would taunt Hannah 

and make fun of her because the LORD had kept her from having children. 7 Year after year it was 

the same—Peninnah would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle. Each time, Hannah 

would be reduced to tears and would not even eat. 

8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be 

downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than having ten 

sons?” 

Hannah’s Prayer for a Son-9 Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah got up and went to 

pray. Eli the priest was sitting at his customary place beside the entrance of the 

Tabernacle. 10 Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the LORD. 11 And she 

made this vow: “O LORD of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my 

prayer and give me a son, then I will give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, 

and as a sign that he has been dedicated to the LORD, his hair will never be cut.” 
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12 As she was praying to the LORD, Eli watched her. 13 Seeing her lips moving but hearing no 

sound, he thought she had been drinking. 14 “Must you come here drunk?” he demanded. 

“Throw away your wine!” 15 “Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven’t been drinking wine or anything 

stronger. But I am very discouraged, and I was pouring out my heart to the LORD. 16 Don’t think I 

am a wicked woman! For I have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow.” 

17 “In that case,” Eli said, “go in peace! May the God of Israel grant the request you have asked of 

him.” 18 “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat again, and she 

was no longer sad. 

Samuel’s Birth and Dedication-19 The entire family got up early the next morning and went to 

worship the LORD once more. Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with 

Hannah, the LORD remembered her plea, 20 and in due time she gave birth to a son. She named 

him Samuel, for she said, “I asked the LORD for him.” 

21 The next year Elkanah and his family went on their annual trip to offer a sacrifice to 

the LORD and to keep his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go. She told her husband, “Wait until the 

boy is weaned. Then I will take him to the Tabernacle and leave him there with 

the LORD permanently.” 23 “Whatever you think is best,” Elkanah agreed. “Stay here for now, and 

may the LORD help you keep your promise.” So she stayed home and nursed the boy until he was 

weaned. 

24 When the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the Tabernacle in Shiloh. They brought along 

a three-year-old bull for the sacrifice and a basket of flour and some wine. 25 After sacrificing the 

bull, they brought the boy to Eli. 26 “Sir, do you remember me?” Hannah asked. “I am the very 

woman who stood here several years ago praying to the LORD. 27 I asked the LORD to give me this 

boy, and he has granted my request. 28 Now I am giving him to the LORD, and he will belong to 

the LORD his whole life.” And they worshiped the LORD there. 
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1 Samuel Chapter Two(NLT) 
 
 

Hannah’s Prayer of Praise-Then Hannah prayed: “My heart rejoices in the LORD!     The LORD has 

made me strong. Now I have an answer for my enemies;     I rejoice because you rescued me. 

2 No one is holy like the LORD!     There is no one besides you;     there is no Rock like our God. 

3 “Stop acting so proud and haughty!     Don’t speak with such arrogance! For the LORD is a God 

who knows what you have done;     he will judge your actions. 4 The bow of the mighty is now 

broken,     and those who stumbled are now strong. 5 Those who were well fed are now starving, 

    and those who were starving are now full. The childless woman now has seven children, 

    and the woman with many children wastes away. 6 The LORD gives both death and life; 

    he brings some down to the grave but raises others up. 7 The LORD makes some poor and 

others rich;     he brings some down and lifts others up. 8 He lifts the poor from the dust 

    and the needy from the garbage dump. He sets them among princes,     placing them in seats 

of honor. For all the earth is the LORD’s,     and he has set the world in order. 9 “He will protect his 

faithful ones,     but the wicked will disappear in darkness. No one will succeed by strength alone. 

10     Those who fight against the LORD will be shattered. He thunders against them from heaven; 

    the LORD judges throughout the earth. He gives power to his king;     he increases the 

strength of his anointed one.” 11 Then Elkanah returned home to Ramah without Samuel. And 

the boy served the LORD by assisting Eli the priest. 

Eli’s Wicked Sons-12 Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels who had no respect for the LORD 13 or 

for their duties as priests. Whenever anyone offered a sacrifice, Eli’s sons would send over a 

servant with a three-pronged fork. While the meat of the sacrificed animal was still boiling, 14 the 

servant would stick the fork into the pot and demand that whatever it brought up be given to 

Eli’s sons. All the Israelites who came to worship at Shiloh were treated this way. 15 Sometimes 

the servant would come even before the animal’s fat had been burned on the altar. He would 

demand raw meat before it had been boiled so that it could be used for roasting. 
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16 The man offering the sacrifice might reply, “Take as much as you want, but the fat must be 

burned first.” Then the servant would demand, “No, give it to me now, or I’ll take it by 

force.” 17 So the sin of these young men was very serious in the LORD’s sight, for they treated 

the LORD’s offerings with contempt. 

18 But Samuel, though he was only a boy, served the LORD. He wore a linen garment like that of a 

priest. 19 Each year his mother made a small coat for him and brought it to him when she came 

with her husband for the sacrifice. 20 Before they returned home, Eli would bless Elkanah and his 

wife and say, “May the LORD give you other children to take the place of this one she gave to 

the LORD.” 21 And the LORD blessed Hannah, and she conceived and gave birth to three sons and 

two daughters. Meanwhile, Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD. 

22 Now Eli was very old, but he was aware of what his sons were doing to the people of Israel. He 

knew, for instance, that his sons were seducing the young women who assisted at the entrance 

of the Tabernacle. 23 Eli said to them, “I have been hearing reports from all the people about the 

wicked things you are doing. Why do you keep sinning? 24 You must stop, my sons! The reports I 

hear among the LORD’s people are not good. 25 If someone sins against another person, God can 

mediate for the guilty party. But if someone sins against the LORD, who can intercede?” But Eli’s 

sons wouldn’t listen to their father, for the LORD was already planning to put them to death. 

26 Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew taller and grew in favor with the LORD and with the people. 

A Warning for Eli’s Family-27 One day a man of God came to Eli and gave him this message from 

the LORD: “I revealed myself to your ancestors when they were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. 28 I 

chose your ancestor Aaron from among all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer sacrifices 

on my altar, to burn incense, and to wear the priestly vest as he served me. And I assigned the 

sacrificial offerings to you priests. 29 So why do you scorn my sacrifices and offerings? Why do 

you give your sons more honor than you give me—for you and they have become fat from the 

best offerings of my people Israel! 
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30 “Therefore, the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I promised that your branch of the tribe of 

Levi would always be my priests. But I will honor those who honor me, and I will despise those 

who think lightly of me. 31 The time is coming when I will put an end to your family, so it will no 

longer serve as my priests. All the members of your family will die before their time. None will 

reach old age. 32 You will watch with envy as I pour out prosperity on the people of Israel. But no 

members of your family will ever live out their days. 33 The few not cut off from serving at my 

altar will survive, but only so their eyes can go blind and their hearts break, and their children will 

die a violent death. 34 And to prove that what I have said will come true, I will cause your two 

sons, Hophni and Phinehas, to die on the same day! 

35 “Then I will raise up a faithful priest who will serve me and do what I desire. I will establish his 

family, and they will be priests to my anointed kings forever. 36 Then all of your surviving family 

will bow before him, begging for money and food. ‘Please,’ they will say, ‘give us jobs among the 

priests so we will have enough to eat.’” 

 

“DIGGING DEEPER” – RESOURCES FROM SEVERAL AUTHORS/WRITERS 

Many know that God so loved the world that He gave His firstborn Son. Did you know that 
Hannah, a woman of faith in the Bible, gave her firstborn son to God? 

The story of Hannah-The story of Hannah is found in 1 Samuel 1 and 2. She was loved by her 
husband, Elkanah, but the Lord had closed her womb. Being childless, she vowed to God that if He 
would give her a son, she would give him to the Lord all the days of his life. Hannah’s name means 
“grace, mercy”  

We are told, “Hannah had no children” (1 Samuel 1:2). “To be a wife without bearing children has 
always been regarded in the East, not only as a matter of regret, but as a reproach which could 
lead to divorce”  

Hannah’s husband Elkanah loved her and tried to encourage her. “Hannah, why do you weep? 
Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?”                      
(verse 8). 
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But Elkanah also had another wife, Peninnah. Though God always intended for marriage to be 
between one man and one woman and the New Testament clearly teaches monogamy                 
(Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:31-33; 1 Timothy 3:2), there are a number of examples of polygamy 
and its problems in the Old Testament.  

Hannah and Peninnah-Every year Hannah would accompany her husband in worshipping and 
sacrificing to God in Shiloh. And every year, the other wife of Elkanah, Peninnah, would provoke 
Hannah to the point of tears by reminding her that she was childless. Peninnah had children and 
was making life miserable for her. 

So one year at Shiloh, Hannah prayed to the Lord while in great anguish. As she was praying, Eli, 
the priest in the tabernacle, observed her. He supposed by her behavior that she was drunk and 
chided her to quit drinking. She respectfully explained, “No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful 
spirit” (1 Samuel 1:15). She then explained to him that she had poured out her soul to God in 
prayer. 

Hannah’s vow-The Bible does not mention that she gave details of her prayer to Eli, but she had 
actually prayed to God in faith and asked Him to give her a son. She vowed in her prayer that if 
God would give her a son, she would give the child to be God’s servant. 

“O LORD of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, 
and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him 
to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head” (1 Samuel 1:11). 

The wording of this vow is noteworthy for several reasons. She was addressing God very 
respectfully, with faith in His power and with an attitude of humility. She thought of herself as a 
maidservant of God. 

Also, she was promising to give her firstborn son to God, as a person set apart to the Lord for 
special service. Hannah intended to keep her vow to God and devote her son to God and to His 
service all his life. Eli the priest perceived that she had asked a petition of God, and he said, “Go in 
peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of Him” (1 Samuel 1:17). 

Hannah’s faith-Notice the effect that the high priest Eli’s words had on Hannah. She answered Eli 
respectfully, “Let your maidservant find favor in your sight” (1 Samuel 1:18). She had great respect 
for Eli as the priest, the servant of God. 

And then Hannah did another noteworthy thing. She went her way and ate, and her face was no 
longer sad. She had faith. She believed that what she had prayed for would come to pass. She 
would have a male child. 
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Hannah’s son Samuel-In the process of time, God answered Hannah’s prayer and she conceived 
and had a son. Because she had asked for him from the Lord, she named him Samuel, which means 
“asked or heard of God”.  Hannah kept her word as she had vowed. After Samuel was weaned, she 
presented him to Eli the priest. 

Hannah told Eli, “For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition which I asked 
of Him. Therefore, I also have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the LORD” 
(1 Samuel 1:27-28). This was a great sacrifice for a mother, to give up her young son, but she was 
undeterred in fulfilling her vow. 

Samuel continued to minister to the Lord before Eli the priest. Year by year Hannah would bring 
Samuel a little robe when she came to Shiloh to worship God. This yearly action demonstrated a 
continued faithful love for her son, and Eli would then bless Elkanah and Hannah, saying: “The 
LORD give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was given to the LORD”                                     
(1 Samuel 2:20). 

God answered this prayer as well and blessed Hannah with three more sons and two daughters. 
Samuel now had little brothers and sisters, and so she became a joyful mother of more children. 
The barren woman had become the mother of many more! 

Hannah’s prayer-Hannah, in giving her son to the Lord in Shiloh, was so inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
a Spirit of rejoicing and truth, that she prayed a prayer that is recorded for all the world to read in 
1 Samuel 2:1-10. It has elements of prophecy and encouragement within it. 

This woman of faith has her own personal prayer recorded as Holy Scripture, in much the same 
way that the personal prayers of King David are recorded for us in the Bible. So, this woman of 
faith has her own personal prayer recorded as Holy Scripture, in much the same way that the 
personal prayers of King David are recorded for us in the Bible. What words of truth and wisdom 
does Hannah communicate to us through her prayer? 

Before King David was even born, Hannah prayed, “My heart rejoices in the LORD; my horn is 
exalted in the LORD. I smile at my enemies, because I rejoice in Your salvation”.  Hannah believed 
in the salvation of the Lord and rejoiced in it. 

Hannah also describes some truisms of contrast: “The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings down 
to the grave and brings up” (1 Samuel 2:6). She believed in God’s power to bring up from the grave 
through a resurrection! Hannah’s words in 1 Samuel 2:8 is also prophetic and encouraging: “He 
raises the poor from the dust and lifts up the beggar from the ash heap, to set them among princes 
and make them inherit the throne of glory.” 
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Echoes of Hannah’s prayer in the Psalms and Magnificat of Mary-Psalm 113:7-9 essentially 
paraphrases this portion of Hannah’s prayer: “He raises the poor out of the dust and lifts the needy 
out of the ash heap, that He may seat him with princes—with the princes of His people. He grants 
the barren woman a home, like a joyful mother of children.” 

These words are similar to those found in the prayer or song of Mary (often called the Magnificat, 
from the Latin translation of Luke 1:46). Echoing Hannah, Mary said, “He has put down the mighty 
from their thrones; and exalted the lowly” (Luke 1:52). So, God inspired the thinking of Hannah, 
the psalmist and Mary, the mother of Jesus, to express essentially the same concepts. 

Hannah’s prophetic prayer-Hannah’s prayer ends with a prophecy of the second coming of Christ: 
“The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken in pieces; from heaven He will thunder against them. 
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to His king and exalt the horn of 
His anointed” (1 Samuel 2:10). 

This is a concise summary of what all the prophets have said on the subject of the final defeat of 
God’s adversaries and the return of Christ, when He comes to judge the ends of the earth and to 
be exalted. “For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with 
righteousness” (Psalm 96:13). 

Lessons from Hannah in the Bible-Hannah probably never dreamed when she prayed for a son 
that someday her son would be a prophet of God, a judge and a leader in the nation of Israel. 
Samuel did become a mighty servant of God. She probably never dreamed that once she had 
Samuel she would be blessed with many more children! And she probably never dreamed that her 
prayer would become part of God’s Holy Writings. 

Hannah’s life illustrates that God does indeed hear and answer the prayers of those who come to 
Him in faith. Despite the traumas we may face in the world around us, God is always there to help. 
As Hannah prayed, “For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and He has set the world upon 
them. He will guard the feet of His saints” (1 Samuel 2:8-9). 
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Notes from Audio – Gail Mays – Hannah 
➢ Hannah was a woman of faith. 

o She had a sacrificial attitude. 

o She was a woman of prayer. 

o She was powerful, dedicated, devoted, honest and yielded to God 

➢ Some of her other characteristics were: 

o Patient 

o Gentle 

o Respectful 

o Integrity 

o Sold Out to God 

▪ No mention of any faults found in her. 

➢ She teaches us how to be victorious in fiery afflictions. 

➢ She is the mother of Samuel. 

o She was a judge and Prophetess for 20 years. 

➢ Hannah’s homelife was sad. 

o She was taunted and mistreated by Phinina 

o She was barren. 

o There was constant contention and strife. 

▪ Her homelife was a battlefield. 

• How is your home life? Can you relate to Hannah yet? 

➢ Hannah – the Lord was her refuge! 

➢ She was misunderstood by her husband and Pastor. 

➢ She walks in victory – gives everything to God! 

o God has a plan for Hannah. 

o We all experience unpleasant and hurtful things in this life. 

➢ The nation of Israel was on a decline. 

o Everyone was evil. Bad morals 

o Even the priests were evil – Eli had 2 sons that actually committed fornication on 

the front steps of the church! 

➢ God looks for one man to bring back his people to Himself. 

o He found a woman – Hannah who was given a son Samuel. 

▪ This was an answer to her anguished prayers. 

▪ She prayed for a son swore she would give him back to God (and she did!) 

➢ There were many problems within the walls of her home 

➢ Pagans believed having several wifes was ok – But it is against Scripture! 
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➢ You sin against knowledge, there will be consequences. 

➢ Hannahs husband was not a good guy- but he did love her. 

➢ Phinina, 2nd wife was jealous and envious of Hannah. 

o She treated Hannah with cruelty. 

o She was jealous. 

▪ Don’t let bad roots take hold of you. 

➢ The Lord shut Hannah’s womb. 

o She believed God could change this – conception is from the Lord. 

o She just wanted Gods will in her life. 

➢ We have an adversary, the devil! He uses others to do his work, He used Phinina. 

➢ People can be like sandpaper in our lives. 

➢ Three rules to follow to keep from hurting others: 

o Is it true? 

o Is it kind to repeat? 

o Is it necessary to repeat it? 

➢ Hannah=Grace/Gracious 

➢ In weakness we will be made strong, a picture of Hannah. 

➢ Hann never gives up or blows up! 

o How do you handle things at home? 

o Do you have a Phinina in your life? 

➢ God has to wait sometimes to get everything and everyone lined up to do fulfill His plan. 

➢ Hannah prayed in anguish, tears, sorrow, groanings for her man child. 

o She refused to make excuses and kept a pure heart. 

o She tells God she will give man child to Him. 

o Now God could move on her, her will was now lined up with His! 

▪ She gave Samuel up at the age of 3 years old and even to a wicked priest, 

Eli. Wow what faith and trust in God! 

➢ God’s will and our will need to be “lined up” before God moves forward in several of our 

prayers. 

➢ God is in the fire with us. 

o Do you sometimes think: ”Lord where are you”? 
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