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2 Corinthians 5:1-
 

 

Matthew 6:26- 

Romans 8:17- 

1 Corinthians 6:11- 

1 Corinthians 3:16- 

1 Corinthians 6;19- 

1 Corinthians 2:9- 

Ephesians 1:5-  

Ephesians 2;10-
 

 

Ephesians 1:3 -
 
 

Romans 5:9- 

Romans 8:1-  

Romans 8:37- 

1 John 5:18- 

Luke 3:15-22-  

1 Corinthians 2:9- 

1 John 3:1- 
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From the Internet:  “He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit  and fire”  The Greek 
word, baptizo, has to do with being overwhelmed or immersed. John is not talking 
here about Jesus performing water baptism but is instead talking about Jesus 
overwhelming us—immersing us—in the Holy Spirit and fire.• In the winnowing 
fork metaphor (v. 17), wind separates chaff from wheat), and fire destroys the 
chaff. In this Gospel, Jesus, and the disciples several times use fire as a metaphor 
for judgment.  Wind and fire are both instruments of judgment, but the purpose is 
to “preserve what is valuable and (to) destroy what is worthless, just as a farmer 
does” . They are like the refiner’s fire, which purges dross to purify silver and gold. 
The aim is not destruction, but purification. 

“he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor and will gather the wheat into his 
barn” (v. 17b). A threshing floor is a large, hard-packed surface where oxen pull a 
heavy sled over sheaves of wheat to pull the chaff away from the grain, preparing 
it for the winnowing fork. 

After the grain is collected on the threshing floor, it is gathered into a granary or 
storage area where it will be protected from the weather.  Winnowing separates 
the useful grain from useless chaff by using a winnowing fork to throw the wheat 
and chaff into the air when a breeze is blowing.  The heavier wheat will be little 
affected by the breeze, but the lighter chaff will be blown away from the threshing 
floor.  This separation of good (wheat) from bad (chaff) serves as a metaphor for 
Jesus separating the redeemed from the unredeemed—and gathering the 
redeemed into their heavenly home. 

The “unquenchable fire” (v. 17b) serves as a metaphor for the eternal punishment 
of those who are not redeemed, and thus speaks of the eternal consequences of our 
choices. Jesus has authority to burn the chaff with unquenchable fire. He is not just 

a prophet, announcing consequences, but is also a judge, imposing consequences. 

While a frightful image, the chaff-burning does not celebrate the sinner’s 
demise.  John called sinners to “bear fruits worthy of repentance” (3:8).  Those 
who do so will be identified as wheat rather than chaff and will thus be saved.  This 
story thus highlights both salvation and judgment (condemnation), but the 
purpose is “to save the wheat, not to burn the chaff.” 


