
CONTAGIOUS JOY – CHAPTER EIGHT  DIGGING DEEPER                                

Looking into the “before  & verses”                                                                      

in our bible study    

 

Acts 20:1-20 Through Macedonia and Greece 
 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after 

encouraging them, said goodbye and set out for Macedonia. 2 He traveled 

through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the people, 

and finally arrived in Greece, 3 where he stayed three months. Because some 

Jews had plotted against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he 

decided to go back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater 

son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from 

Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and 

Trophimus from the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited 

for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Festival of Unleavened 

Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven 

days. 

Eutychus Raised From the Dead at Troas 

7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke 

to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on 

talking until midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where 

we were meeting.9 Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, 

who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was 

sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was picked up 

dead. 10 Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms 

around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!” 11 Then he went 

upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he 

left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly 

comforted. 

 



Paul’s Farewell to the Ephesian Elders 

13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to 

take Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going 

there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and went on 

to Mitylene.15 The next day we set sail from there and arrived off Chios. The 

day after that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day arrived at 

Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the 

province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the 

day of Pentecost. 

17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When 

they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was 

with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the 

Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by 

the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to 

preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly 

and from house to house. 

1 Peter 1-7 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of 

Pontus, Galatia,Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his 

blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

Praise to God for a Living Hope 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never 

perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 

salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly 

rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all 

kinds of trials. 

 



James 1:1-3  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.               

Trials and Temptations-2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that 

the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 

John 16:1-22  

 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out 

of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will 

think they are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things because 

they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when 

their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not 

tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am 

going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these 

things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. 

Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 

him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong 

about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do 

not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, 

where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince 

of this world now stands condemned. 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when 

he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not 

speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you 

what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will 

receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is 

mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make 

known to you.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+1%3A1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30269a


The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy 

16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then 

after a little while you will see me.” 

17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by 

saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while 

you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept 

asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he 

is saying.” 

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are 

you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will 

see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I 

tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, 

but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has 

pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the 

anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: 

Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and 

no one will take away your joy. 

John 16:22- SEE ABOVE SCRIPTURES 

Hebrews 12:1-3  

 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 

us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 

And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our 

eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 

he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, 

so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

 

 



2 Timothy 2:1-13 -The Appeal Renewed 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the 

things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 

reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in 

suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier 

gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding 

officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the 

victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. 6 The hardworking 

farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I 

am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This 

is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being 

chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure 

everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the 

salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him,    we will also live with 

him;12 if we endure,    we will also reign with him. If we disown him,   he will 

also disown us;13 if we are faithless,    he remains faithful,    for he cannot 

disown himself. 

All the RED VERSES below belong to 

question #Six (#6) 

1 Corinthians 4:1-13 -The Nature of True Apostleship 
This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those 

entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed. 2 Now it is required that 

those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3 I care very little if I 

am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge 

myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is 

the Lord who judges me.5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed 

time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in 

darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will 

receive their praise from God. 



6 Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos 

for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, 

“Do not go beyond what is written.” Then you will not be puffed up in being 

a follower of one of us over against the other. 7 For who makes you different 

from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did 

receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? 

8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have 

begun to reign—and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun 

to reign so that we also might reign with you! 9 For it seems to me that God 

has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those 

condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the 

whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings. 10 We are fools for 

Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! 

We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are dishonored! 11 To 

this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally 

treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are 

cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are 

slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum of the earth, the 

garbage of the world—right up to this moment. 

 2 Timothy 2:1-3 The Appeal Renewed 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the 

things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 

reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in 

suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

2 Timothy 2:1-11 -The Appeal Renewed 
 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the 

things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 

reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in 

suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier 

gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding 

officer.   
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 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor’s 

crown except by competing according to the 

rules.                                                                                                           

6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the 

crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all 

this.8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from 

David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being 

chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure 

everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the 

salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.11 Here is a trustworthy 

saying: If we died with him,    we will also live with him; 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-6 - In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will 

judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, 

I give you this charge:2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 

season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 

instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound 

doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 

great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They 

will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, 

keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 

evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my 

departure is near. 
  Hebrews 12:1-8 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out 

for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the 

joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of God.3 Consider him who endured such 

opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 

 

 



God Disciplines His Children 

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of 

encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son?                

It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,    and do not lose 

heart when he rebukes you,6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”7 Endure hardship as 

discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not 

disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone 

undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and 

daughters at all. 

James 5:1-12 -Warning to Rich Oppressors 

 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is 

coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your 

clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify 

against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 

days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields 

are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears 

of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. 

You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.[a] 6 You have 

condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you. 

Patience in Suffering 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 

autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the 

Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and 

sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we 

count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s 

perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is 

full of compassion and mercy.                                                            

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+5%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30360a


12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by 

earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” 

Otherwise you will be condemned. 

 

NEXT VERSE ARE FOR LAST THREE QUESTIONS     IN OUR STUDY: 

Romans 5:1-5 -Peace and Hope 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 

access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we[b] boast in the 

hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we[c] also glory in our 

sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And 

hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 

Psalm 19:1-9 -For the director of music. A psalm of David. 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God;    the skies proclaim the work of his 

hands.2 Day after day they pour forth speech;    night after night they reveal 

knowledge.3 They have no speech, they use no words;    no sound is heard 

from them.4 Yet their voice[b] goes out into all the earth,    their words to the 

ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

5 
    It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

    like a champion rejoicing to run his course.6 It rises at one end of the 

heavens    and makes its circuit to the other;    nothing is deprived of its 

warmth.7 The law of the LORD is perfect,    refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,    making wise the simple. 

8 The precepts of the LORD are right,    giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the LORD are radiant,    giving light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is pure,    enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are 

firm,    and all of them are righteous. 
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Revelation 21:1-5 -A New Heaven and a New Earth 
 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 

Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among 

the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for 

the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 

new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” 
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